
St. Joseph's CommunitY Cotlege

Charlestown, Go. MaYo.

Mobite Phone Pouch PoticY



1. Introduction

Schoots ptay a vitaI rote in promoting wel,Lbeing and mental heal,th by equipping chitdren
and young peopte with the knowtedge, skitts, and competencies to deat with the
chal.l,enges that may impact on their wel.l.being.

It is recognised that technotogy is ever evoLving and increasingty part of everyday Life.

However, excessive mobite phone use, and screen time generatty, can have a

detrimentat impact on students'concentration and academic performance. Ensuring
that students are not using their mobil.e phone for personaI use during the school. day
can hetp to address these issues and foster an environment more conducive to
learning, as wet[ as supporting in-person engagemeht with their peers.

White the school aLready had measures in pLace to restrict the personat use of mobil,e
phones, in comptiance With the Department of Education and Youth CircuLar
0045/2025, the schoot witl. now have a consistent approach to ensure a restriction is
impLemented for the duration of the school. day.

The pol.icy to restrict the use of phones by students during the schoot day witt enabte
the school to provide a phone-free environment, to support students' we¡l.being,
concentration, academic performance and devel,opment. lt wil.t provide a space for
students to disconnect from their onl.ine worl.d and wil,l. assist in supporting them to
become less dependent on their mobiLe phones. This poLicy appLies to mobil,e phones.
Smart watches, smart gtasses or any other smart device which can be used to send and
recetve messages are not permitted in the school in any c¡rcumstance.

Thd aim of this poticy is to, firstty, protect the wel,fare, wett-being and safety of ail. within
our school community and, secondty, to provide an environment that is conducive to
excettent teaching and learning.

2. Rationate

St. Joseph's Community Cotlege recognises that mobil.e phones and personal smart
devices are now an integral part of young people's Lives and that they can have
considerabte vatue when used appropriatel.y. However, in a schooL setting, it has been
our experience that mobite phones and personal smart devices can prevent effective
teaching and learning from taking ptace and inhibit the social. devetopment of students,
AdditionaLty, instances of inappropriate photographing/videoing of members of the
school community and inappropriate communications via sociaI media apps can
heighten anxiety and stress levets amongst our students and in some severe cases this
can lead to incidents of buLLying.



As an ETB school,, the ETBI Patrons' Framework on Ethos underpins atl poticies and

practices in St. Joseph's Community CoLl.ege. lt informs the vatues promoted in our

schoo[, how the formaL and hidden curricuta are delivered, and the nature of the

re1ationships within our schoot. As such, St. Joseph's Community Cottege is committed

to and underpinned by the core vatues of:

ln particutar, this poticy is informed by the core vatues of excettence in education, care

and respect, where the wetfare, weltbeing and safety of the entire school. community

must be respected and cared for in order to create an environment that is supportive of

excettent teaching and [earning.

3. Links to Other Policies

This pol,icy shoul,d be read in conjunction with the fottowing pol'icies and I'egisl'ation

Code of Behaviour

BÊCinneaLta Anti-BuLtying Poticy

Acceptabte lnternet Use Pol.icY

Education Act, 1998

Education (Wetfare) Act, 2000

4. Aims of the Pol,icy

The aims of this poLicy are to:

1. Provide cl,arity to students, staff and parents and ensure that students are not

using their mobil.e phones for personal use during the schooL day.

2. Promote positive student interaction and enhance the wetl.being of a[[ members

of our school communitY.
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3. Foster an environment (a)to support more in-person engagement with peers
and (b)that is more conducive to learning.

4. Support a safe, nurturing environment where the personaL dignity and rights of
a[[ members of the schoo[ community are preserved.

5. Continue to provide for a school environment that is free from the threat of
invasion of privacy for aLt members of our schoot community.

6. Support our Code of Behaviour, Bí Cineatta poticy and associated poLicies by
discouraging cyberbuttying in at[ its forms.

5. Pouches

For the 2026/2027 academic year, St. Joseph's Comm'unity Col.l.ege wit.t be a mobil.e
phone/personal smart device free zone during the schooL day. This incl.udes smart
phones/watches, ear pods and personaI tabtets etc.

To assist in the implementation of our mobile phone pol,icy, the cottege has invested in
pouches funded by the Department of Education and Youth. Att students in the school,
wil,l. be given a pouch free of charge.

The pouch wil.l, be the responsibitity of each student to Look after the pouch carefutty,
use it for the safe and secure storage of their phone and return the pouch Lies with the
student, supported by their parents/guardians. The schooL accepts no responsibitity for
loss or damage to mobite phones taken into schoot.

Each pouch witt be marked with a unique identifier code, and a record wiLl. be kept of
each student's code. Students must return the pouch they were assigned at the end of
their time at St. Joseph's Community Col.tege.

6. Daity Procedure

On entering the school grounds, students wiLt be required to turn their phone off and
ptace it in their pouch, where it witt remain untiL the end of the schooL day.

Phones may not remain connected to any other smart devices such as smart watches,
ear pods, headphones or smart gtasses.

Regutar checks and inspections wi[[ be undertaken during the school. day, and students-
must present the¡r Locked pouch to any member of the school. staff when directed to do
so.

The pouches remain tocked throughout the day for a(L students, and they can only be
unl.ocked at the end of the school. day using one of the designated unl.ocking stations in
the schoot.



Pouch Ownership

pouches are given on [oan to students free of charge but remain the property of the

col.l.ege. Any toss of or damage to the phone pouch or faiLure to return the phone pouch

to the schoot at the end of the academic year wil,L incur a charge of €25 to the

parents/guardians to provide for a reptacement pouch.

Medical lssues and ExemPtions

For students requiring regutar access to their mobil,e phone for medical, reasons e.g.

monitoring blood sugar, an adapted phone pouch is avail.abte upon receipt of a

consuttant's letter detaiLing the reason for the required access.

Students who do not bring a Phone to School

In the event that a student does not have parental. permission to bring their phone to

school., the parent/guardian must inform the Principal. /Deputy Principat in writing of

this fact.

Students who are over 18 years of age and who do not wish to bring their mobi[e phone

to school. must provide this information in writing to the Principat/Deputy Principal,.

FaiLure to present a phone pouch without a letter from a parent / guardian the incident

wil,l, be reported to the year head & the year head wil,L notify the parents / guardian.

ln the case of a repeated breech the parent / guardian wil.l. be notified by the year head &

the student wi[[ serve a detention.

ln the case there is a repeated breech the parent / guardian witt be notified, and the

student witl. be suspended from schoot.

Late or early departure

Students arriving late or being signed out by a parent/guardian must lock/untock their

pouches at the school office.

SchooI Assessments and State Examinations

As per the State/school. examinations rutes, no mobiLe phones/personaI smart devices

are atlowed in an examination centre.



Mobil'e phones shoutd be teft in pouches during house examinations and assessments

Damaged or Lost Pouches

The mobil.e phone pouch is the property of the schoot. Any.Loss or damage to the pouch
wi[[ result in the student being required to purchase a new one for €25. Exampl.es of
damage inctude ripped/cut/torn fabric, bent/cut pin, signs of force to the button on
flap, the pouch opening without the untocking station etc. This tist is not exhaustive.

Students responsibte for graffiti or other purposefut damage to their own, or other
student's devíce pouches, witl, be l.iabte for sanction and ful.L payment of a new pouch.

Students wil'|. be expected to notify the school, immediatel.y in the case of accidentaL
damage done to the pouch. lf any damage is identified when a pouch is being checked
by a member of staff, it witt be considered intentionaI untess the student has reported it
previousl.y. To avoid accidental damage, students must keep pouches ctosed after
retrieving their phone at the end of the day.

It is the student's responsibil.ity to keep their pouch containing their phone in a safe and
secure location. lt is most important that phones pouches are not teft unattended in
school bags. St. Joseph's Community Cotl.ege accept no responsibitity for [ost, stoten or
damaged mobite phones and personaI smart devices such as smart watches and ear
pods.

Forgotten Pouches

Students witl. not be permitted to attend cLass without their mobil.e phone pouch. lf a
student forgets their phone pouch, their phone must be handed into the office for the
day. lt can be cottected at the end of the day.

Repeated instances wi[[ require the ourchase of a new pouch.

ParentaI Contact

A[[ communication during the school day between parents/guardians and the school.
must take ptace through our school office vig the Tyro app, email. or the office phone
(0949254211).

Students are free to catt their,parents from the front office at any time.



Students who wish to sign out of school earty, wil.l. do so in the usual fashion (via the

Tyro app) and must be cottected by parents/guardians at the school reception desk.

Office staff witt retease their phone from the pouch when students are signing out.

After school Activities/trips/tou rs

For school. excursions and trips, students shoul.d have their phone secured in the phone

pouch for the bus journey. Upon arrival at the destination, the accompanying teacher

may untock the phone pouch using the portabl,e unl.ocking device, to attow students to

access their phone for a set period of time. Phones must be secured in the phone

pouch upon return to the bus.

Phones may be untocked for the fottowing reasons;

1. For heatth and safetY PUrposes.
2. To contact parents/guardians to arrange pick up spots and times.

3. At the direction and under the supervision of a staff member for educationaI

ctassroom purposes.

4. On trips and tours where students have time for sightseeing, shopping etc. and

may need their phone to contact teachers / staff members who are supervising

the trip /tour or other students in their group.

lf a student is using their mobite phone whil.e on a school tour/activity, they must do so

iir an appropriate and responsibte manner. Students shoutd be mindfuI of other

students/staff/members of the pubLic when taking photos/videos and atways respect

the privacy rights of others.

Sanctions

The foLtowing sanctions wit[ appty;

Any detiberate attempt to try to contravene or not compty with this poticy wil'l' be

regarded as a serious breach of the code of behaviour and witl resutt in a suspension

from schoot.

lf a student is found to be using and/or in possession of a mobite phone out of the

pouch during the school. day, without permission, the mobite phone wil'l' be confiscated

and stored until the end of the schooL day.

Any device confiscated by staff members wiLl, write the detail,s on a [abetted envetope

and send it to the Secretary's office, or to the Deputy Principat or Principat if the office is

ctosed. No responsibitity wil.l. be taken for loss or damage to the same. The staff

member wil,L then record the confiscation on Tyro.



Refusal to attow confiscation of the device witl. be treated as a serious breach of the
Code of Behaviour. The student wil.l, be sent immediateLy to the PrincipaL/Deputy
Principat's office at such time the students parent/guardian wil,L be contacted to col.tect
the phone, and the student witl aLso be suspended for the fol,l.owing school. day.

lf a student br¡ngs a second mobite phone to schoot, in addition to the phone pl.aced in
their phone pouch (or in place of a confiscated mobiLe phone), both phones wiLL be
confiscated. Thereafter, the student wil,l. be suspended from schoot.

ShouLd the student be invotved in a repeat offence, a tonger suspension may be
imposed, and before returning to schoot, the student, together with a parent/guardian
wil.l. be required to meet with the Deputy Principal, or Principal. to discuss the matter.

Leve[ 1: First Breech

The mobiLe phone wil.t be confiscated and pLaced in an envetope untiL the end of the
schooL day. Students witt coLLect the phone from the office at 4pm Monday-Thursday, or
1 .10pm Friday.

Level 2: Second Breech

The mobil.e phone wil.L be confiscated until. the end of the day. Pl.aced in an envel.ope
and stored in the office. The student witt,serve a tunch time detention on a Thursday.

Level 3: Third Breech

Phone witt be confiscated. Student wiLL serve a suspension in Line with the code of
behaviour and a support pl.an wil.L be put in ptace.

Persistent breeched May resutt in in - schoql. suspension Ín tine with the code of
behaviour.

Serious Breeches

Fitming, cyberbul.l.ying, refusaI to surrender a mobil.e phone.

ch rrpe , BOM SJCC Secretary, BOM SJCC
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